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Project Proposal Template
	Formatting Requirements
The page format must be A4 with at least 15 mm margins (top, bottom, left, right), standard character spacing, single line spacing, and Arial, Calibri, Times New Roman or similar 11-point font. The use of a different font for the body text is not advised and is subject to the cumulative conditions that the font is legible and that its use does not significantly shorten the representation of the proposal in number of pages compared to using the reference font (for example with a view to bypass the page limit). You are permitted to use 9-point font for text elements other than the body text, such as text in tables, list of references, headers, foot/end notes, captions, or formulas. Links that are listed in the project description will not be included in the assessment.
Please convert your final document in PDF format for submission.
Please make sure you have deleted the guidance notes (provided in black boxes like this one) before submission.



	General Guidance on structure and length
The project proposal is a mandatory element of the application for a Ramon Llull - AIRA postdoctoral research fellow position – APPLICATIONS THAT DO NOT INCLUDE THIS WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED.
The maximum length of the project proposal should not exceed 5-pages including figures, tables, and references. It is not possible to upload an attachment that exceeds this page total. The template is designed to address all the elements of the assessment criteria. Nevertheless, the applicant is strongly advised to read the call text and the Guide for Applicants carefully.
[bookmark: _Hlk86765061]The project proposal will be read by external evaluators selected by AGAUR. Together with the application form and CVs, the proposal will be the basis for the reviewer's assessment. The proposed research should be presented clearly, using language that is also understandable to individuals with a general scientific understanding of the field. Please note that the reviewers do not necessarily work in precisely the same area as you.
Candidates will have the freedom to design their own research proposal. The only pre-requisite is that the proposal must be aligned with one of the research themes available under the 7 major areas of application for the Ramon Llull – AIRA programme, namely:
· Life Sciences
· Digital Health & Well-Being
· Smart Mobility
· Personalized Education & Training
· Digital Business & Industry
· Natural Resources, Agriculture & Environment
· Cultural Heritage & Inclusive Societies
This project proposal will be evaluated with up to 30 points and should include the following sections:
0. Cover Page (1 page) with Abstract (300 words)
1. Excellence (up to 15 points): Start of the 5-page limit 
1.1. State of the art, knowledge needs and project objectives
1.2. Research questions and hypotheses. Methodology
1.3. Novelty and ambition
1.4. Considerations on gender, diversity and/or ethical aspects, if relevant
2. Impact (up to 9 points)
2.1. Scientific impact of the proposed research
2.2. Potential for societal impact of the research project
2.3. Potential impact on the career development of the researcher
2.4. Measures for dissemination, communication, and exploitation of results
3. Implementation (up to 6 points): End of the 5-page limit
3.1. Work plan and Timeline
3.2. Quality of the proposed secondment(s)
3.3. Match between research project, host expertise, and infrastructure/facilities
4. Ethics self-assessment (1 page)


0. COVER PAGE

	Candidate full name
	

	Project Acronym
	

	Project title
	

	Project topic ID
	

	Area of Application
	

	Host Institution1
	

	Principal Supervisor1
	

	Host Institution2
	

	Principal Supervisor2
	

	Host Institution3
	

	Principal Supervisor3
	

	Secondment Institution(s)*
	

	Secondment Host (= Co-supervisor)*
	

	Free keywords (Max 5)
	


*not mandatory but highly valued
1,2,3 Indication of up to three Host Institutions/Principal Supervisors the candidate would most like to join, in order of preference

Abstract (max. 300 words)

In the abstract you should provide a short summary of the proposal with clear understanding of the objectives of the proposal and the methodology to achieve them.
Keywords and areas of expertise will be used to find matching evaluators.



	BEGINNING OF THE 5-PAGES LENGTH COUNT


1. EXCELLENCE 
	[bookmark: _Hlk86765103]This section should provide a description of the planned project, to enable an assessment of the quality and pertinence of the project’s research and innovation objectives, and the extent to which they are ambitious, and go beyond the state of the art.



1.1. State of the art, knowledge needs and project objectives
	· Summarise the state of the art of the research area/field the project aims to contribute to and describe the knowledge needs and challenges that justify the initiation of the project.
· State the overall project objectives and aims in the context of the state of the art and knowledge needs.



1.2. Research questions and hypotheses. Methodology
	· Describe in detail the research questions and/or hypotheses.
· Describe thoroughly the theoretical approach and/or methodology chosen to address the project objectives, research questions and/or hypotheses. Make sure that the theoretical approach and/or choice of methods is well accounted for and described in detail, and that it is clear how the methods are adequate for addressing the research questions, hypotheses, and project objectives.
· If relevant, specify why an interdisciplinary approach has been chosen.
· If relevant, describe how stakeholder/user knowledge will be used.



1.3. Novelty and ambition
	· Describe the potential for development of new knowledge beyond the current state of the art, including significant theoretical, methodological, experimental and/or empirical advancements.
· Highlight any particularly novel, original or ambitious aspects of the project, e.g. in the objectives, research questions/hypotheses, approaches and/or methodology.



1.4. Considerations on gender, diversity and/or ethical aspects, if relevant
	· If there are ethical issues to consider, describe how these will be dealt with. You can find some guidance in Identifying serious and complex ethics issues in EU-funded research and EU guidelines on ethics in artificial intelligence: Context and implementation.
· If relevant, describe how gender and diversity perspectives are taken into account in the research content.
· If relevant, describe how potentially undesirable effects from carrying out the project, on human and animal health, climate and the environment and society at large, can be avoided. 



2. IMPACT
	This section should describe the importance of the anticipated results in terms of the potential scientific impact and the potential societal impact of the research. The potential impact can be in the short or longer term. The section should also specify the planned measures for communication and exploitation of the project results.
The description of the potential impact should be project-specific and related to the planned research. General elaborations on the benefits of research in a wider context should be avoided.



2.1 Scientific impact of the proposed research
	· Building on the description of project objectives and novelty in Section 1, describe clearly why and how the project outputs may address important present and/or future scientific challenges and have an impact on the research area/field, if successful.
· Describe how to ensure reproducibility and the potential to reuse the project outputs through open science practice such as FAIR data, software, models, algorithms etc.



2.2 Potential for societal impact of the research project
	· Building on the description of knowledge needs and challenges in Section 1.1., describe why and how the project outputs, if successful, have the potential to meet the mentioned societal challenge(s).
· Describe how new knowledge and project outputs have the potential to address one or more of the UN Sustainable Development Goals.



2.3 Potential impact on the career development of the researcher
	· Give specific examples of your career opportunities in the academic & non-academic sectors after the fellowship.
· Where do you want to go (e.g., long-term career perspectives) and how does this project contribute to it (e.g., tenure track position, initiating a new laboratory or a research group, becoming a pioneer researcher in your specific field, new position in industry, potential ERC application etc)?
· Explain how the skills and experiences (research-related and transferable) acquired during the fellowship would benefit future employers and contribute to better quality research and innovation. Give specific examples.
· Describe and highlight the impact of the collaborations (especially intersectoral and interdisciplinary) to be made during the fellowship – for example, will they result in higher impact R&I output from your future work, thus more knowledge and ideas converted into products and services?
· Describe the sustainability of these collaborations – can they lead to potential new projects?
· If applicable, highlight the importance of the secondment(s) and/or short visits and non-academic placement on your career perspectives and employability.



2.4 Measures for dissemination, communication, and exploitation of results
	· Describe open science practices to ensure early and open sharing and wide distribution of research outputs.
· Describe briefly the target audiences, including stakeholders/users, of the project outputs (in or beyond the scientific community).
· Outline the scope and plan for dissemination, communication and engagement activities.
· Provide a brief description of planned activities that will contribute to the exploitation of the project outputs (in or beyond the scientific sphere).



3. IMPLEMENTATION
	This section should provide a description of the quality and effectiveness of the work plan, potential secondments, assessment of risks and appropriateness of the efforts assigned to the proposed actions.
Provide enough detail to enable reviewers to understand what you are proposing, how it will be carried out and whether it is feasible.
The ambitions of the project, described in Section 1, should be realistic in terms of the resources described in this chapter.



3.1 Work plan and Timeline
	· Describe shortly the coherence, effectiveness, and appropriateness of the work plan, broken down into actions.
· Describe how the work plan includes secondments and/or short stays in partner organisations and any planned activities for the management of knowledge transfer. (if applicable).
· A Gantt chart should indicate the proposed actions, major deliverables, milestones, secondments and placements, if applicable. The Gantt chart counts toward the 5-page limit.
· Give a brief account of possible scientific and non-scientific risks that might endanger achievement of project objectives and describe how to mitigate and manage these risks. With the description of risk, include likelihood of each risk (low, medium, high) and connect them with relevant actions in the work plan.
· Explain how the research, training and career planning will be monitored and how the quality of deliverables will be assured (regular meetings with supervisor and project management support (for example financial department, technology transfer office, research office support, etc.).



3.2 Quality of the proposed secondment(s)[Optional: delete if not applicable]
	A major goal of Ramon Llull - AIRA is to promote collaboration between countries, and partners from the non-academic sector. As such it is highly recommended to pre-define (a) several month-long secondment(s) during which you will work at a partner that makes most sense for your proposed research. The researcher hosting you during your secondment(s) will become your co-supervisor. In case you are selected, they will need to provide a letter of commitment. Many associated partners have already expressed their interest to collaborate in Ramon Llull-AIRA projects and are listed on the programme website and in the Guide for Participants.



3.3 Match between research project, host expertise, and infrastructure/facilities
	· Describe shortly the complementarity of your proposal with the research activities of the supervisor at the host organisation and the resources required for the execution of the project.
· Provide a brief overview of research infrastructure and other resources that will be essential for carrying out the proposed project.



	END OF THE 5-PAGES LENGTH COUNT


[bookmark: _GoBack]

4. ETHICS SELF-ASSESSMENT
	1. HUMAN EMBRYONIC STEM CELLS AND HUMAN EMBRYOS
	YES/NO

	Does this activity involve Human Embryonic Stem Cells (hESCs)?
	

	Does this activity involve the use of human embryos?
	

	2. HUMANS
	

	Does this activity involve human participants?
	

	Does this activity involve interventions (physical also including imaging technology, behavioural treatments, etc.) on the study participants?
	

	Does this activity involve conducting a clinical study as defined by the Clinical Trial Regulation (EU 536/2014)? (Using pharmaceuticals, biologicals, radiopharmaceuticals, or advanced therapy medicinal products)
	

	3. HUMAN CELLS / TISSUES (NOT COVERED BY SECTION 1)
	

	Does this activity involve the use of human cells or tissues?
	

	4. PERSONAL DATA
	

	Does this activity involve processing of personal data?
	

	Does this activity involve further processing of previously collected personal data (including use of pre-existing datasets or sources, merging existing datasets)?
	

	Is it planned to export personal data from the EU to non-EU countries? Specify the type of personal data and countries involved
	

	Is it planned to import personal data from non-EU countries into the EU or from a non-EU country to another non-EU country? Specify the type of personal data and countries involved
	

	Does this activity involve the processing of personal data related to criminal convictions or offences?
	

	5. ANIMALS
	

	Does this activity involve animals?
	

	6. NON-EU COUNTRIES
	

	Will some of the activities be carried out in non-EU countries?
	

	Does this activity involve low and/or lower middle-income countries, (if yes, detail the benefit- sharing actions planned in the self-assessment)
	

	Could the situation in the country put the individuals taking part in the activity at risk?
	

	7. ENVIRONMENT, HEALTH AND SAFTEY
	

	Does this activity involve the use of substances or processes that may cause harm to the environment, to animals or plants. (during the implementation of the activity or further to the use of the results, as a possible impact)?
	

	Does this activity deal with endangered fauna and/or flora / protected areas?
	

	Does this activity involve the use of substances or processes that may cause harm to humans, including those performing the activity. (during the implementation of the activity or further to the use of the results, as a possible impact)?
	

	8. ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE
	

	Does this activity involve the development, deployment and/or use of Artificial Intelligence? (if yes, detail in the self-assessment whether that could raise ethical concerns related to human rights and values and detail how this will be addressed).
	

	9. OTHER ETHICS ISSUES
	

	Are there any other ethics issues that should be taken into consideration?
	



Please provide additional brief information on the points that you indicated YES in the table. Please limit yourself to 150 words. In case your project is selected, you will need to pass a full ethical review.
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